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that now extends from Piqua to Ham-
ilton.

Since the dams and levees were com-
pleted in 1922, the Miami Conservancy
District’s protection system has pre-
vented countless floods, preserving
35,000 acres of land for public use as
walking trails, picnic areas and parks.

In addition, the Miami Conservancy
District assists in the management of
Ohio’s largest state-designated water
trail network with 265 miles of water-
ways, providing paddling and fishing
opportunities on the Great Miami,
Stillwater and Mad Rivers.

The Miami Conservancy District is
also a leader on natural resource devel-
opment and has been a key partner in
projects like downtown Dayton’s
RiverScape, which has improved the
quality of life for Miami Valley resi-
dents by bringing natural features into
an urban environment.

The Miami Conservancy District pro-
tects some of Ohio’s greatest natural
wonders and I congratulate those in-
volved in making its first 100 years a
success.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE FRANCES
PERKINS CENTER

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate the Frances Perkins Cen-
ter on the designation of the Frances
Perkins Homestead, located in New-
castle, ME, as a National Historic
Landmark. The Brick House was the
home of the remarkable Frances Per-
kins, the first woman appointed to a
Presidential cabinet. This is an honor
that has been given to only 2,500 other
historic places in the United States
and I applaud the Frances Perkins Cen-
ter for receiving this distinction.

Frances Perkins found that no mat-
ter where she lived during her life, her
true home would always be in Maine.
While she was born in Boston in 1880,
both of her parents were native
Mainers. She grew up living in Worces-
ter and spending summers with her
grandmother on the family’s saltwater
farm in Newcastle. Frances credited
her own character to be a direct result
of her grandmother’s influence and
their time together in Maine.

Frances was a motivated and inquisi-
tive person from a young age. She at-
tended Classical High School in
Worcester and, though it was uncom-
mon at the time, she went on to Mount
Holyoke College where she was a stand-
out student. Professors immediately
noticed Frances’ ambition and natural
intellect. Frances graduated from Mont
Holyoke in 1902 with a major in physics
and minors in chemistry and biology.

Throughout her life, Frances was de-
voted to improving the lives of Amer-
ican workers. After college, Frances
moved to Illinois, working as a teacher
and volunteering in settlement houses.
She then received her master’s degree
from Colombia and subsequently began
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her extraordinary career in public serv-
ice, working for the New York City
Consumers League and then the New
York State Industrial Commission.

The impressive work by Frances for
the Industrial Commission led to newly
elected New York Governor Franklin
D. Roosevelt to name her New York
State Commissioner of Liabor. She re-
ceived attention and admiration in this
role for her ceaseless commitment to
improving work conditions in New
York. In February 1933, Roosevelt ap-
pointed Frances Secretary of Labor in
his Presidential cabinet. Frances was
the first female Federal cabinet offi-
cial, which remains one of her most no-
table and outstanding achievements.

Frances’ accomplishments as Sec-
retary of Labor had, and continue to
have, a profound impact on American
lives. Frances was the lead architect in
designing New Deal policies during the
Great Depression; however, her work
did not stop there. She was incredibly
influential in creating legislation for
Social Security and establishing a 40-
hour work week. Frances is also known
for her major role in prohibiting child
labor, enforcing worker’s rights, and
designing unemployment insurance as
well as workers’ aid.

Frances’ beliefs, values, and spirit
grew from her strong connection to
Maine. Frances regularly returned to
her Maine home, especially when she
desired a haven to rest and remember
her roots. She owned and maintained
the family farm in Newcastle from 1927
until she died on May 14, 1965 at the
age of 85. She is buried nearby the
homestead.

I am thrilled at the nomination of
the Frances Perkins Homestead as a
National Historic Landmark. Frances
was a fearless leader who exemplified
American values of hard work and de-
termination. Frances’ work lives on as
an essential benefit to countless Amer-
ican citizens. I am proud that her leg-
acy is a part of Maine’s history and I
warmly congratulate the Frances Per-
kins Homestead, and all those involved
with achieving this accomplishment,
on its dedication as a National Historic
Landmark.e

——————

GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA 103RD
ANNIVERSARY

® Mr. KING. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the Girl Scouts of America
on the occasion of their 103rd Anniver-
sary. The Girl Scouts were created in
1912 in the midst of the progressive
movement by Juliette Gordon Low for
the purpose of empowering young
women and instilling them with char-
acter, honesty, patriotism, and leader-
ship skills. The independence and in-
tegrity that young women develop with
the Girl Scouts is a priceless resource
for these girls later in life.

For 103 years, the Girl Scouts have
influenced female leaders, and have led
the fight for equality and inclusiveness
in leadership positions. The fact that
former girl scouts make up 60 percent
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of the women in the House of Rep-
resentatives and over 50 percent of cur-
rent female business owners dem-
onstrates the organization’s ability to
cultivate leaders. Through the Girl
Scouts, girls have gained skills that
are essential tools to help women
achieve equality in leadership posi-
tions.

The Girl Scouts have also developed
and implemented programs to help
middle and high school girls become fi-
nancially literate and independent. In-
deed, the Girl Scout Cookie Program is
the largest girl-led business in the
world and is a hallmark program that
helps girls across the country develop
the skills, such as money management,
customer interaction, and business eth-
ics, which are essential to life-long suc-
cess. They have also invested in science
and mathematics programs to empower
young women who have an interest in
those fields. Through their continued
efforts to develop girls’ leadership
abilities, confidence, and worldly
knowledge, the Girl Scouts have played
an important role in helping young
women reach their full potential.

Today, I mark the legacy and future
of this invaluable organization. I ap-
plaud the Girl Scouts of Maine, and
America, for the immeasurable impact
they have had on women’s rights, and
women themselves, over the past 103
years.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL PETER W. OGDEN

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, I wish to
honor the career of LTC Peter W.
Ogden, who will retire this June as di-
rector of the Bureau of Veterans’ Serv-
ices. Peter has served in this role for
the past 11 years and I am profoundly
grateful for all that he has done for
Maine and our esteemed veterans.

Peter began serving the Nation and
the State of Maine long before his posi-
tion as director. He enlisted in the U.S
Army Corps of Engineers in 1967 and in
the following years he completed two
combat tours in Vietnam. After grad-
uating from Maine Military Academy
as a Distinguished Graduate, Peter
served in the Maine Army National
Guard. In total, Peter spent an impres-
sive 28 years of his life dedicated to
military service.

Peter is an excellent example of a
person who brings personal and selfless
commitment to his career. As a vet-
eran himself, Peter has a complete and
thorough understanding of the chal-
lenges and issues veterans face on a
regular basis. He has worked tirelessly
to provide Maine veterans and their
families with informational services,
assistance programs, and strong rep-
resentation. Through his work as direc-
tor, Peter has improved the lives of
countless Maine veterans and families.

The programs and services Peter de-
veloped while director are essential to
veterans as well as military men,
women and families. I was particularly
impressed by Peter’s work supporting
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